
STOCKADE ART SHOW STARTED FOR MORE THAN ART'S SAKE
Ever wonder how the Stockade Art Show began?

* * * * *

They include two successful building contrac- 
tors, a plumber, a GE industrialist, a machin- 
ist, ad man, architect, bookseller and lawyer.

Now the 12 cover their own canvasses and 
smear their colleagues with equal skill.

"We don’t need a teacher, we need a referee," 
explained Bookstore Proprietor James Howgate.

A small group of Schenectady business and pro- 
fessional men, steady family men six days a week, 
abandon their dear ones Monday nights in favor 
of an inspired and slightly mad Bohemian life.

"We have 12 students, 12 teachers and 12 crit-
ics," said the last named, Attorney Ernest A.
R. Cohen.

"We call Howgate 'Grandpa Moses'," said Cohen. 
"He paints primitives."

And if you’re wondering if art was as much fun 
then as it is now, here’s an article reprinted 
from the Dec. 2, 1949 edition of the Schenectady 
Gazette:

Well, if you weren’t around two decades ago, 
here's the report - straight from the files of 
Ernie Cohen, 27 Front Street, who was one of the 
founders .

THE ART SHOW STARTED HERE - Getting ready to 
present their first art show in the basement 
of 21 N. Ferry Street, are, from left, Clen 
Cranne11, Mrs. William "Jimmie" Hawkes, Ernie 
Cohen and Mrs. Janet Withers.

Over in another corner. Surrealist Giles Y. 
van der Bogert was complimenting Sea Scapist 
Henning Nielsen, one of Schenectady's top build- 
ing men.

Watrous undertook to teach as a labor of love. 
"I set a Monday night," he says, "and I'll be 
darned if they didn't all show up."

The Riverside Art and Fox Hunting Club, as it 
is known, is located in an abandoned tailor's 
shop at Ferry and Front streets on Schenectady's 
fame Left Bank (looking upstream).

The instructor, GE Artist John Watrous, con- 
siders his pupils unruly but talented.

"I’ve seen worse paintings then this done by 
professionals," he said, pointing to a pastoral 
piece by Plumber Tom Gibbons.

When the class, the raucous adult papoose of 
a YMCA Indian tribe, began a year or so ago, 
"some of ’em didn’t even know which end of a 
brush to hold," said Watrous.

In addition to Watrous and Cohen, some of the 
other members of the early art class were Tom 
Gibbons, James Howgate, Herman Rohde, Giles Y. 
van der Bogert, Henning Nielsen, Dr. Walter 
Gross and Clen Crannell. Later the men welcomed 
feminine talent to the group including Mrs. 
William "Jimmie" Hawkes (now in Louisville, Ky.), 
Mrs. Janet Winters, Mrs. Dorothy Swarthout, Mrs. 
Dolores Frumkin, Mrs. Alice Colangelo and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Perkins.

The class moved this year from his back porch 
to the tailor shop, contributed by Arthur's 
Market.

Ernie tells us the whole idea evolved in 1948 
when the fathers of a father-and-son YMCA Indi- 
an tribe decided to form a class of "Sunday" 
artists .

Watrous considers his pupils' progress re-
markable. He is the only one who says anything 
good about anybody else's work. "That's got 
freedom, that's got splash," he said, pointing 
to Rohde’s waves.

THE FIRST PUBLICITY SHOT for the first outdoor show is shown here. From left are Mrs. William 
"Jimmie" Hawkes, Dr. Walter Gross, Mrs. Dorothy Swarthout, Mrs. Dolores Frumkin, Mrs. Alice 
Colangelo, Ernie Cohen and Mrs. Elizabeth Perkins.

In June of 1951, the group decided to stage an 
outdoor show. The show was a resounding success 
with more than 75 artists participating. For 
the next eight or nine years it was a two-day 

—event and-sincetthen has been held on just one 
day, attracting from 100 to 150 participating 
artists each year.

"I’m glad you’ve got to the point where you have 
to do some explaining," he said to Nielsen, who 
was explaining why an enigmatic cat was perched 
on the prow of a small boat moored in a green 
sea. "You’re progressing."

There are only 12 men altogether. The illu- 
sion of numerical strength arises from the a- 
bility of each to instruct and criticize his 
colleages in caustic terms while he furiously 
covers his own canvas.

"Everybody's painting is the worst but your 
own," put in Freelance Advertising Man Herman 
Rohde. "Look at those waves," he added eager-
ly, pointing to one of his own. "That's the 
best thing I ever did."

Meetings were held on the back porch of the 
home of John Watrous, 29-1/2 Front Street, who 
was a GE artist and immediately proclaimed in- 
structor. It was decided in 1949 to move the 
classes to an abandoned tailor shop which is 
now Arthur’s Market. About a year later, the 
class set up a "studio" in the basement of 21 
North Ferry Street, the former playroom of the 
Cohen twins and today an attractive apartment.

"Van de Bogert, an architect by day, is cur- 
rently at work on a toothy abstract of a den-
tist's office. He says he is one of the fol-
lowers of the van der Bogert school. "I can’t 
relate it to dadaism or anything else," he ex- 
plained. ,

For added effect, Nielsen wears his wife's ex-
beret. "That cost me $27," he moaned. "She 
made me buy her a new hat."

********
So, today we can thank those early art pio-

neers for starting what is one of the biggest 
attractions in the Stockade - the Art Show.
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We're happy to report that Mrs. Frank Miller 
of College St. is home and recouping nicely.

Member:
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

Mr. William Cregan of N. College St. has re-
turned from Philleti, W. Va. where he attended 
a college reunion of his class. He also visited 
friends in Montreal and in Algogne, Ontario.

Debbie Dinkelman and Donald Hojnicki of Ferry 
St. are also attending Schenectady Community 
College.

Among other places, the J. Daws on Van Eps of 
119 Front St. have hit Miami in May and Pine 
Point, Maine in August.

Alisann Battaglioli of College St. is entering 
her freshman year at Schenectady Community Col-
lege.
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Carolyn Clarco of College St. is attending the 
Agricultural and Technology College at Coble- 
skill. Her brother, Thomas Clarco, is taking 
graduate work at Albany State, majoring in his-
tory .

(he
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Stockade “Tours
for house guests, clubs, groups, 
one dollar donation per person.
call 393-8622

A new face-lifting job can now be seen on the 
home owned by Mrs. Dorothy Morgan. If you're 
out walking, be sure to stop by and take a look. 
Seeing beautiful progress like this taking place 
in our neighborhood is most gratifying.

Aestaalts, segerr

New neighbors Mr. and Mrs. William Feggart have 
moved to 108 N. Ferry St. They have a daughter, 
Sarah, 16 months old

Dr. and Mrs. E. L. Feibes are our new neighbors 
at 16A Washington Ave. They moved into the 
Stockade from Bellevue in July.

will be teaching painting and 
drawing in her home -- mornings, 
afternoons, evenings ... individuals 
and groups. Call now for an appointment.

Mr. Ernest Cohen had as his recent guests, Mr. 
and Mrs. Walter Gould. We all remember Mrs. 
Gould as Memi Benzell, the opera star.

Mrs. A. Wayne Merriam continues her stay in the 
environs of Ireland and Scotland, and is ex-
pected to return in late September. Grands on 
Skip is holding the fort after hitch-hiking to 
California and back again.

Miss Rachael Polachek, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Polachek of Front St. has returned to 
Europe. She is now in Vichy, France taking a 
month-long orientation course in French. She 
will complete her sophomore year at the Uni-
versity of Grenoble before returning home next 
summer.

Jane Ann Cohen was married to Allen S. Frangel. 
Jane is the daughter of Ernie Cohen of Front 
St. They were married in Pittsburg, Pa. on 
Sept. 28 and will reside in San Diego, Calif. 
He is with a brokerage firm

o.tA. 
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